
Birmingham Farms Neighborhood Association (BFNA) 
Annual Meeting Minutes 

May 7, 2015, 7:30 p.m. at the home of Wendy and John Leary 

President Jay Shell called the meeting to order at 7:45 pm.; twenty-four 
neighbors attended.   

Minutes:  Minutes of the June 24, 2014 Annual Meeting were approved as 
printed.   

Treasurer’s Report:  Catherine Ticer reported that as of April 30, 2015 there is 
$3,074.72 in the treasury.  Major expenses for the 2014-15 fiscal year include 
$310.19 annual meeting mailing and snacks, $105.71 Annual Garden Walk, $455 
Northlawn Island maintenance,  $499.81 End of Summer Picnic, $75 holiday 
lighting prizes, $62.10 pot luck, $230.85 neighborhood happy hours.  Our fiscal 
year ends May 31, 2015.  As of April 30 we have 83 members.  

Election of BFNA Board of Directors for 2015-16:  The following slate was 
presented: 
 President – Jay R. Shell 
   Vice President – Wendy Leary 
   Treasurer – Catherine Ticer 
 Secretary – Maureen Field 
 At Large – Susan Randall 
 At Large – Lindsey Lowrie 
 At Large – Patrick Seeberg 
 
There were no nominations from the floor.  A motion was made to approve the 
slate as presented.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.   

Norfolk Island: It was moved and seconded that the Board of the Birmingham 
Farms Neighborhood Association shall investigate a plan / design to improve the 
Norfolk traffic island green space and submit such plan / design to the 
membership for consideration to proceed.  Such improvements would be funded 
by the association treasury and would be expected to total the amount that the 
association bylaws requires membership vote to authorize.  A discussion took 
place. 

The original motion was revised and seconded to say that the Board of the 
Birmingham Farms Neighborhood Association shall conduct a feasibility study to 
improve the Norfolk traffic island green space and submit the results of the study 
to the membership.  A discussion of the revised motion took place.  The revised 
motion was approved 13 to 2.  (Bylaws allow one vote per residence) 

History of your Home:  Board Member at Large Patrick Seeberg showed the 
various documents he received from the city when he requested information on 
the history of his home. The presentation was very informative. Anyone 



interested can fill out a “Request for Public Information” form either found on the 
City of Birmingham website or in person at the City Clerk’s office.  

New Business:  None 

Calendar of 2015 Events:  The next event is the Garden Walk on June 24.  
Susan Randall is looking for more gardens for the event.  The End of Summer 
Picnic will be September 12 in Pumphouse Park. 

Guest Speakers:  Jay introduced City Manager Joe Valentine and Mayor Stuart 
Sherman.  Mr. Valentine talked about A Builders Code of Conduct and A 
Neighborhood Bill of Rights.  During the Q & A neighbors were very interested in 
the proposal that Market Square expand its space and build a pavilion on city 
property.  Many residents were concerned about neighborhood traffic, parking 
and alcohol.  The Planning Board has approved the plan but it has not yet come 
before the City Commission. Joe Valentine and Mayor Sherman will advise Jay 
Shell and homeowners within the required distance from Market Square when 
the issue goes in front of the City Commission. Neighbors were encouraged to 
show up and voice concerns and/or request further consideration for traffic flow 
modifications. 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.  Members stayed to get 
acquainted and enjoy the refreshments. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Maureen Field, Secretary 

 

 


